
 

 

Detailed Description of the Data Items/Sources of the Ohio Oral Health 
Surveillance System (OOHSS) 

The following information explains the data items and their sources used to generate county-specific and 
statewide profiles of oral health. The data are collected from a variety of sources; some are collected 
directly by the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), but most are collected from secondary data sources at 
the state and national level. The OOHSS is updated approximately once a year. Users are encouraged to 
supplement the data in the OOHSS with more recent local data, if available. 
  
The abbreviation N/A for any data item is used to indicate that the data were not available. 

Demographic data 

Population by Age:  Population figures are 2007 estimates derived from the 2000 U.S. Census (age 
distributions include those for which age was known). 

Percentage of Population Below Poverty:  These data are based on the 2005-07 three year averages 
from the American Communities Survey conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau with the exception of data 
for the following counties: Harrison, Monroe, Morgan, Noble, Paulding and Vinton.  Data for these counties 
were gathered from the 2000 U.S. Census.  Each county is ranked according to the percentage of its 
population under 100 percent and 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).  A county ranked first 
has the lowest percentage of its population in poverty; a county ranked 88th has the highest 
percentage of its population in poverty.  In 2005, 100 percent of FPL for a family of four was 
$19,806; 200 percent of FPL was $39,612. 

Free and Reduced Price Meal Eligibility: These data are from the 2007-08 school year.  The data are 
obtained through the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) which administers the Free and Reduced Price 
Meal Program in Ohio schools.  Children are eligible for the program if their family’s income did not exceed 
185 percent of the FPL.  In 2007, 185 percent of the FPL was $38,000 for a family of four. 

Medicaid data 

These data are obtained from the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) and are for State 
Fiscal Year 2008. Medicaid-eligible persons are defined as those enrolled in Medicaid.  Note:  The 
percentage of the population in a county eligible for Medicaid for a certain age group may exceed 100%.  
This is likely because Medicaid eligibility (the numerator) is based on state fiscal year data; while the total 
number of persons in that age group (the denominator) is based on calendar year data.  An example of 
this is evident for Pike County. 

Indicators of Oral Health, Third Grade Students 

This graph is based on data collected on third grade students during the 2004-05 school year by ODH.   
Data for each county are presented along with data for the state.  Data for Union County are not available 
because not enough children were screened to calculate county-level estimates.  A link to the complete 
report of the survey can be found on the Bureau of Oral Health’s Web site. The next statewide survey of 
schoolchildren is being conducted during the 2009-2010 school year.  It is anticipated that new data, 
including county-level information, will be available in the summer of 2010.  

 



Oral Health Care Access of Children and Adults 

These data are based on the 2008 Ohio Family Health Survey, administered by ODJFS.  This survey was a 
telephone survey of the Ohio population addressing health care access, health care system use, health 
services needs, insurance status, employment trends, health status, behavior risk participation and 
demographics.  Data were obtained on a sample of 50,994 adults (18 years and older) and 13,604 
children. 

Please note:  Data for Ohio’s uninsured population was incorrectly reported in previous versions of the 
OOHSS.  The data have been corrected in the 2009 version of the OOHSS.  Please refrain from reporting 
or using the percentages from the 2007 or 2008 versions. 

Community Dental Disease Prevention 

These data are generated by ODH. 

Percent of the population served by optimally fluoridated water:  These data are based on 2008 
information obtained from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA), which regulates water 
systems in Ohio.  The percentage is based on the number of persons served by community water systems 
and OEPA’s estimation of population served.   

Number of schools eligible for school-based sealant programs:  In general, these data are derived 
using ODE data from the 2007-08 school year.  Eligible schools are those in each county that have 40 
percent or more of students eligible for the Free and Reduced Price Meal Program.  In counties with a 
school-based dental sealant program funded by ODH, additional schools may have been deemed eligible 
based on other information demonstrating need. 

Number of schools participating in the school-based sealant programs:  This is the number of 
schools that were served by school-based sealant program during the 2008-09 school year.  This indicator 
includes sealant programs funded by ODH and those locally funded.  Several programs serve multiple 
counties:   

• The Greater Cincinnati Oral Health Council (Hamilton County) also serves Butler, Warren, 
Clermont, Brown, Highland and Adams counties.   

• Jackson-Vinton Community Action Inc. located in Jackson also serves Vinton County.   
• The Athens City-County Health Department also serves Hocking and Meigs counties. 
• The Washington County Health Department also serves Noble and Monroe counties. 
• The Zanesville-Muskingum County Health Department also serves Perry, Morgan and Guernsey 

counties. 
• The Newark City Health Department located in Licking County also serves Morrow, Knox and 

Coshocton counties. 
• The Warren City Health Department located in Trumbull County also serves Portage and 

Ashtabula counties. 
• Miami Valley Hospital located in Montgomery County also serves Clark County. 
• Pike County General Health District also serves Ross and Scioto counties. 
• Youngstown Health Department located in Mahoning County also serves Columbiana County. 
• Canton City Health Department located in Stark County also serves Carroll County. 

These data are updated annually. 

Dental Care Resources 

Number of licensed dentists (including primary care dentists):  The most recent data were 
obtained from The Ohio State Dental Board in March 2008. The data are based on the county in which the 



dentist receives correspondence from the dental board, not necessarily the county(ies) in which the 
dentist practices. In addition, a dentist may choose to maintain his/her license and not practice. The data 
are updated every two years; new data will not be available until 2010.  

Number of dentists who treated Medicaid patients:  The data were obtained from ODJFS for State 
Fiscal Year 2008.  The data represent the number of dentists who have submitted at least one dental 
claim to Medicaid.  The subcategories under this measure indicate the extent to which dentists participate 
in the Medicaid program.  The number of dentists who treat Medicaid patients may exceed the number of 
licensed dentists in a county because of differences in reporting periods between ODJFS and The Ohio 
State Dental Board.  

Number of OPTIONS dentists:  OPTIONS (Ohio Partnership To Improve Oral health through access to 
Needed Services) is a program jointly sponsored by ODH and the Ohio Dental Association.  OPTIONS 
serves low-income Ohioans (family incomes at or below 200 percent of poverty) without any form of 
dental insurance or Medicaid.   Eligible patients are linked to volunteer dentists or dental clinics where 
care is provided for reduced fees or free of charge.  The number of OPTIONS dentists refers to the number 
of dentists enrolled as OPTIONS providers as of May 2009, regardless of the number of patients each 
dentist served.  The number of low-income patients used in the ratio includes persons whose income is 
less than 200 percent of FPL, and includes persons who are Medicaid eligible. These data are generated by 
ODH. 

Number of safety net dental clinics: These clinics provide diagnostic, preventive and treatment 
services primarily for people who can’t or won’t access the private system, usually for reasons relating to 
payment for care. The capacity of these clinics, in terms of the services they provide and the populations 
they serve, varies widely. Many of these clinics operate with very limited resources, and others are 
professional training programs for which the care they provide is a secondary objective. Data are current 
as of October 2012 but are subject to frequent changes as new clinics start up or cease to operate. 
(Please contact the Oral Health program for information on safety net programs that were operating in 
2009.)  
 
Mobile dental programs are considered safety net dental programs for purposes of the surveillance 
system, as are programs that may serve a very limited population such as school-based programs. Dental 
hygiene school clinics that offer limited preventative dental services are not included in the surveillance 
system number, but are located on the map for your convenience.  The user is advised to contact the 
safety net dental program to learn details about services provided. Clicking on the link for this indicator 
will take the user to a map that shows the location of the safety net dental clinic(s) in the state. Directions 
for using this map can be found below. 
 
Number of Dental Health Professional Shortage Areas (Dental HPSAs): Dental HPSAs are areas 
that have been designated by the federal government via an application process as having an inadequate 
number of dentists to serve the population, or having financial, geographic, cultural or language barriers 
to receiving care. An entire county may be designated as a HPSA; but in some cases, only certain neighborhoods or 
census tracts in a city, or a facility (such as a prison or community health center), are designated.  Designations are 
current as of October 2012, but are subject to frequent changes. (Please contact the Oral Health program 
for information about dental HPSA designations in 2009.)  
 
There are six multi-county HPSA designations: Clinton-Highland, Harrison-Guernsey-Tuscarawas, 
Coshocton-Holmes, Muskingum-Perry, Meigs-Gallia and Noble-Guernsey. Please note that correctional 
facilities and community health centers without dental clinics can be designated as a dental HPSA.  These 
facilities and centers are included on the map, but are not calculated in the surveillance system profile. 
Clicking on the link for this indicator will take the user to a map that shows the location of dental HPSAs in 
the state. Directions for using this map can be found below.   



 
Using the safety net dental clinic and dental HPSA map:  This interactive, online map through 
ArcGIS displays all safety net dental clinics and dental HPSAs in the state.  The map opens to the whole 
state.  You can use your mouse wheel or the up/down arrows on the top left corner of the map to zoom in 
or out (‘A’ below).  You can left click and drag your mouse to move around the map.  The tabs on the left 

side of the map provide you with more information (‘B’ below).  Clicking on this icon:   will provide 
you with information on the map and the data behind it.  Clicking the “More Details” link will take you to 

the map information page that details the data used and creation of the map.  Clicking on this icon: 
will provide you with the different layers of the map.  You may click the checkbox next to each layer to 
turn that layer on and off.  For instance, if you are just interested in dental HPSAs, you can uncheck the 
box for “Safety-Net Dental Clinics” and the map will now be redrawn to include only the dental HPSAs.  

Clicking on the third icon: will open the legend for the map.  This will provide you with the color and 
symbols of each layer (geographical HPSAs are light blue shapes, facility HPSAs are orange stars, and 
safety net dental clinics are purple bubbles).   
 
Clicking the “Bookmarks” tab on the top right will also allow you to zoom in and out of particular parts of 
the map (‘C’ below).  Current bookmarks have been created for all of Ohio, northeast, northwest, central, 
southeast and southwest. 
 
Clicking on any symbol will open a pop-up box with information regarding that clinic or HPSA.  When you 
click there may be more than one item in that location.  An arrow button will appear at the top of the pop-
up box and will allow you to scroll through all items in that location. 
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