
 

 

OPCPCC updates 
OPCPCC Fall Conference 
The third annual Ohio Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative 
conference will be held on Friday, November 7, 2014 at 9:30 AM – 3:30 
PM at COSI in Columbus.  The theme of this year’s conference is PCMH 
as a Path to Population Health.  Conference participation is limited to 
the first 350 who register and there is a $35 registration fee.  Please 
register by October 20.  An agenda is available on the OPCPCC web site.   
  
State Innovative Model Update:  Performance Reports Coming  
Beginning in November, Ohio's largest commercial health insurance 
plans and Medicaid managed care plans will begin reporting 
performance data on six high cost episodes of care. This is the first step 
in a comprehensive plan to reset the basic rules of health care 
competition so the incentive is to deliver better care instead of more 
care and keep Ohioans as healthy as possible.  View Frequently asked 
questions and Information for health care providers   
 

PCMH News and Articles 
HHS awards more than $295 million in ACA funds to increase access 
to primary care at health centers 
Health and Human Services announced $295 million in Affordable Care 
Act funding to 1,195 health centers to expand primary care services, 
including 37 in Ohio.  The awards enable health centers to increase 
access to comprehensive primary health care services by hiring an 
estimated 4,750 new staff, staying open for longer hours, and 
expanding care to include new services such as oral health, behavioral 
health, pharmacy, and vision services. These investments will help 
health centers reach an estimated 1.5 million new patients nationwide, 
including over 137,000 oral health patients and more than 38,000 
mental and substance abuse patients.  Read more 
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Ohio PCMH Weekly is a summary of Patient-Centered Medical Home (PCMH) 
news from around Ohio, as well as a sampling of national PCMH news and 
educational opportunities.  Comments and suggestions can be directed to 
PCMH@odh.ohio.gov.  To become a member of the Ohio Patient-Centered 
Primary Care Collaborative (OPCPCC) and receive Ohio PCMH Weekly, go to 
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/landing/medicalhomes/Membership.aspx.   

 

PCPCC Sept. National 
Briefing: Bipartisan Policy 
Center Shares Strategies to 
Improve Health from CEO 
Council 
Thu., Sept.  25 at 1:00 PM 
 
The CEO Council on Health 
and Innovation is a group of 
nine chief executives of some 
of the nation’s largest 
employers. They joined with 
the Bipartisan Policy Center to 
share the innovative 
strategies they have used to 
improve health and health 
care and to make 
commitments and encourage 
other companies to take 
similar actions to drive 
improvements in health and 
health care.   
Register 
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….  PCMH News and Articles continued 
 
More Than Meets the Eye: Value of Small Practices Shouldn't Be 
Ignored 
A recent study published in Health Affairs touted the value of small 
practices.  The study found that primary care practices with one or 
two physicians had one-third as many preventable hospital 
admissions compared with practices with 10 to 19 physicians. The 
study also reported that smaller practices achieved their impressive 
results despite caring for a higher percentage of patients with 
chronic conditions than larger practices.  So how did the small 
practices in the study manage to have better results regarding 
preventable admissions than their larger counterparts?  Read AAFP 
blog  
 
Positive patient experiences linked to quality measure 
improvements 
Leaving your patients with a good feeling about their office visit may 
not just help your reviews on websites like Yelp and 
Healthgrades.com. It could also result in better patient outcomes.  
As Americans increasingly use online rankings and reviews when 
choosing a healthcare provider, a new study suggests a link between 
the way patients experience their care and other measures of 
healthcare quality, including adherence, clinical outcomes and 
patient safety while in a hospital. Read article  
 
Patient-centered medical home shows cost savings potential 
Medicare paid less for beneficiaries who received health care 
services as part of a National Committee for Quality Assurance–
recognized patient-centered medical home, compared with those in 
traditional delivery models, according to new research.  Baseline 
health care utilization "was lower among NCQA-recognized PCMHs 
across all utilization measures used in this study," according to the 
report, published online in Health Services Research.  Read article  
 
Patient-centered medical homes reduce ER visits among 
chronically ill 
Chronically ill patients who receive care from a patient-centered 
medical home experienced fewer emergency visits, according to a 
study that analyzed claims data by Independence Blue Cross.   The 
study found that the transition to a medical home was associated 
with a statistically significant 5 to 8 percent reduction in emergency 
department visits. The reductions were most evident among 
patients with diabetes, who experienced a 9.5 to 12 percent 
reduction, the study said.   Read article 

How Mercy Health Is Improving 
Patient and Population Health 
Dr. Stephen Beck, CMIO at Mercy 
Health discusses how Ohio’s largest 
health system has set the bar high 
when it comes to improving patient 
and population health. Read article  
 
Do you have some PCMH news to 
share? We would like to highlight 
your achievements in this section of 
Ohio PCMH Weekly.  Please send 
your submissions to 
PCMH@odh.ohio.gov.   

 

Video:  Becoming an Adult 
Moving out of the pediatric health 
care world is a major milestone in 
every young adult’s life.  Learn ways 
for young people to be more 
involved in their health care and 
what skills they will need to be 
successful.  Watch 6 minute video 
 
Understanding High Healthcare 
Costs 
One of every six dollars spent in the 
U.S. goes to health care, but the 
country is not seeing a 
commensurate return on its 
investment. In this three-minute 
video, David Squires and Cathy 
Schoen of The Commonwealth Fund 
consider ways the U.S. health system 
could manage costs while making 
room for other priorities such as 
infrastructure and education.  Watch 
video 
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